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PRESS RELEASE 

 

Central Elections Committee Chairman, Supreme Court Justice Uzi 

Vogelman, forbade Ron Huldai and the Heitz (HaMiflaga HaHilonit 

HaZionit) to use his Facebook page for election propaganda. 

“Ron Huldai may open a Facebook page for his party or his 

candidacy.” 

Adv.Shahar Ben Meir filed a petition with the CEC chairman requesting an 

injunction against Tel Aviv mayor, Ron Huldai and his party’s use of his Facebook 

page, titled Ron Huldai. 

The appellant claimed that the Facebook page is for Huldai’s mayoral job, the page is 

registered as a Public Figure page, Huldai uses it to report on the municipality’s 

activities and city news, city employees and subcontractors are involved in 

maintaining the page.   The appellant added that the high number of followers stems 

from the official status of the page, which allows followers to know what is 

happening in the municipality.  Therefore, the account, its followers and fans are 

property of the city of Tel Aviv.  Adv. Shahar Ben Meir clams that turning the 

page into a page for election propaganda for the Knesset elections goes against 

Section 2a of the Knesset Election Law (Propaganda Means), 5719 – 1959.  

According to this clause, one may not use monies or property (tangible as well as 

intangible) belonging to public bodies for election propaganda.   The appellant 

requests: to forbid Huldai and Heitz from using the above-mentioned Facebook 

page for election propaganda and to return the page to the municipality. 

Huldai and Heitz sent a joint response.  They requested to reject the petition.  

According to their claim, the page is personal and not official. They also claim that 

Huldai uses the page to express his opinions ad to connect with public at large on 

topics relevant to his functioning and him personally.  To support this claim, 
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Huldai and Heitz pointed out that the page name does not include Huldai’s 

mayoral position, unlike other mayors or public figures. 

Justice Vogelman wrote in his decision, “…CEC chairpersons in past have ruled in 

the past that an elected official’s Facebook page and the list of his followers and fans 

can be considered in certain circumstances to be the property of the authority in which 

he serves…” 

“The public investment in the social media account – whether by funding them or by 

public employees’ involvement in maintaining such accounts as part of their jobs, 

makes such accounts public property which is forbidden for use for election 

propaganda.” 

Regarding the page, Huldai pointed out that it does not state his position.  According 

to his claim, other public figures add their official titles to their official Facebook 

pages; since he did not do so, there is no reason to see the above-mentioned page as 

an official page.   Justice Vogelman emphasized in his ruling that mentioning (or 

omitting) the page owner’s official position in the page’s name is only one of 

several ways to indicate the “official status” of the page and its designation as 

public property.  However, that alone is not enough.  One must check how the page 

is funded; if the public body or its employees invested public resources into it, 

whether by writing content or sponsoring content; how the page was opened; if the 

average voters would assume that it is an official page; etc. 

“If a public figure has two pages, one in which his name is written with his title, and 

the other has only his name, one can assume in the right circumstances that the second 

page is private.  This is not the current situation.  Therefore, it is impossible to learn 

anything from the name of the page.   We have to investigate the issue according to 

the standards that have been set in law and the decisions of CEC chairman, and this is 

what I have done…” 

“… From all the above, the conclusion is clear.  According to the reasoning behind 

Section 2a, the use of municipal resources defines the Facebook page, as well as the 

list of followers and fans, as public property as it relates to the Propaganda Means 

law.  The content of the page supports this result.  It is forbidden to make use of 

the page or lists for election propaganda purposes.” 
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“…The result is that it is forbidden for Huldai and his party to use the above-

mentioned page for Knesset election propaganda.  This ruling should be seen as 

an injunction forbidding the use of this Facebook page for election propaganda.  

For this purpose, the petition has been upheld.  It goes without saying that Huldai may 

open a new Facebook page for his party or his candidacy.  He may also request of the 

municipality to point out – with no propaganda – on the existing page that there is a 

new page, and to direct anyone interested to that page, to follow it.” 

Ron Huldai and the Heitz party will pay the appellant’s expenses of 5,000 NIS, and 

the city of Tel Aviv will pay expenses to the sum of 2,000 NIS. 

 

Attached is the decision (in Hebrew) 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Giora Fordes 

CEC Spokesman 
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